Colour Band Coded Reading Targets for Home Reading

é Reading Targets — level é

These books are designed to help your child learn to tell a story from the pictures. There may not be any
text but there is a lot children can learn about reading from these books!

Teach your child to turn the pages themselves at the right time.

This is a very important skill for early readers who will soon be using the pictures to
work out what words say. Can they select from the pictures the parts that are most

/| important for the story?

Encourage your child to use story language — ‘one day’, ‘suddenly’, ‘he crept quietly
down the stairs’...Try to extend their vocabulary by introducing them to new words
and phrases. Encourage them to use expression.

Encourage them to talk about the story. Ask them why characters behaved in certain
ways, where the story took place etc... Encourage them to ask you questions too.
Stop and ask them if they can guess what might happen next. Get them to relate the
story to something that has happened to them.

Can they count the number of words in the title / show you a space between the
words? Read a word from the title — what sound does it start with / end with?

Developing phonic
skills towards..

N

Can they count the number of letters in a word of the title? Do
they recognize any letters? Can they point to a capital / lower
case letter?

ué Reading Targets — pink / red levels é

Recognising Building phonic Pick out letters from text and ask what sound they make.
letter sounds skills towards...

Breaking up Say the word in robot speak (breaking the word up into its
short words sounds) for your child to blend into the word or get your child
into letter to say the word in sounds like a robot (then help them blend
sounds the sounds or let them blend them if they can).

Recognising Pick out words from text and ask what they say.

whole words

4

Write a sentence from the text on paper or card, cut into
words, muddle and get them to reorder into sentence.

Matching words on page with words

spoken (1:1)

Encourage them to point to each word as they say it.

the book

Establishing Encourage them to use the pictures to predict words.
meaning
Establishing S}% Encourage them to guess words that fit with the sense of the
meaning < story and the pictures and notice when guesses don’t fit.
Talking about fu”d";g skills / Ask them which parts they like / don’t like.

owardas ....




é Reading Targets — / blue levels é

Spelling out simple 3
and then 4 letter
words with a single
simple vowel

eg. cat, pan, leg......and then spin, flat, lift.

Say the word in robot speak (breaking the word up into its sounds) for
your child to blend into the word or get your child to say the word in
sounds like a robot (then help them blend the sounds or let them blend
them if they can).

Using the first letter
of a word to guess
what it is

Get them to work out the first letter sound and use it to help them guess
words that are too difficult to sound out completely yet.

Recognising whole
words

Ask your child’s teacher for a sheet of common words to practise.

Using meaning &
context

Encourage your child to guess a word from the meaning or context.

Using meaning and
letter sounds

PIANY B

2

e

If they guess from the meaning but it doesn’t fit with the letters
encourage them to think about both (& vice versa)

Establishing
meaning

Don’t correct mistakes straight away. Encourage them to notice
their own mistakes and correct them themselves — particularly
when their reading doesn’t make sense.

Talking about the
book

Ask them which parts they like / don’t like. Try to relate the book to their own
experience — ask them if they have ever done / seen anything similar.

Reading Targets — green / orange levels é

Reading by analogy
(similar spelling
patterns)

Write a simple word with a new letter string eg. all and make rhyming words
including that string eg. call, small. Similarly book, look, took ....

Sounding out 4 or 5
letter words with long
vowel sounds eg. ee,
i_e, 00, _ay

Use robot speak to sound out words and then blend.
Make collections of words with similar spelling patterns eg. see, tree,

Using meaning and
letter sounds clues
together

2 2 AN

% Help your child to consider the letter sounds and what would fit

with the meaning when trying to work out a new word

Recognising whole
words

Ask your child’s teacher for a sheet of common words to practice.

Longer words

[é%

Help your child to split longer words into short chunks to read

Establishing meaning

Don’t correct mistakes straight away. Encourage them to notice their
own mistakes and correct them themselves — particularly when their
reading doesn’t make sense.

Finding answers to
questions

Ask them straightforward questions about the book and encourage them
to look back and reread to check.

Thinking about the
story

Q o

Ask them to give reasons for actions and events eg. Why do you think
that happened? Why did the boy do that?




%

Reading Targets — level é

Help them to cut a longer word eg. fantastic into parts fan-tas-tic

Don’t correct mistakes straight away. Ask them if their sentence made sense
and encourage them to try again.

S\

Ask them for detailed information they may not remember —and help them
to re-read to find answers

Ask them questions where clues to the answer are in the text. eg. What time
of day was it? (when events have occurred during breakfast).

Ask them to comment on characters — what do they think of their
behaviour?

Stop half-way through the book and ask them what might happen next.

O e

Reading Targets — purple level é

At this level, now your child is really reading, reading for meaning becomes more important than decoding the
words and talking about the book becomes increasingly important.

Decoding longer irregular
words

A

Help them to become familiar with spelling patterns eg. _tion, by showing
them other words with the same patterns.

Reading on to the end of the
sentence, then coming back to work

out a hard word

Prompt them to do this when stuck, praise them as they start to do it without
prompting.

Setting a good pace and taking

account of punctuation.

Encourage them to pause at full stops and commas, be aware that speech
marks indicate someone is speaking and question marks mean they need to
show it is a question in the way they say it.

Comment on plot and
setting / retrieve most
important information

Ask them where the story is set, and to outline the main events in the plot.
For an information book, ask them what the most important information was.
Encourage them to read back to find specific details.

Identifying how
characters behave

Ask them what they thought of the characters’ actions.

Infering meaning

pe
o
2

This involves ‘reading between the lines’. Ask them ‘why?’ questions, ‘what
do you think?’ questions, ‘how do you know..?’ questions eg. Why do you
think Goldilocks went into the 3 Bears’ house?
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Reading Targets — gold level é

At this level, now your child is really reading, reading for meaning becomes more important than decoding the words
and talking about the book becomes increasingly important.

Reading with expression
and intonation

poetry.

Get them to use different voices for characters’ speech. Try reading plays and rhythmic

Get them to practice first and then read to an audience (younger children /

Grandma..).

Commenting on how
characters relate to each
other & their motives

o

Ask them questions about why characters behaved in particular ways, what
they think different characters thought about each other.... eg. what did the 3
bears think of Goldilocks?

Retrieving specific info.

()

Ask them about obscure facts in information books!

Commenting on effects generated

by specific words

Ask them why the writer chose specific words, why those words work
particularly well, what other words s/he might have used....

Infering meaning

o

This involves ‘reading between the lines’. Ask them ‘why?’ questions, ‘what do
you think?’ questions, ‘how do you know..?’ questions eg. Why do you think
Goldilocks went into the 3 Bears’ house?

Identifying traditional
characters and settings in
fiction

o

Does the book remind them of any others they’ve read? Suggest it might be
the setting or the characters that are similar.

é Reading Targets — white level é

At this level, now your child is really reading, reading for meamning becomes more important than decoding the
words and talking about the book becomes increasingly important.

Evaluating characters’
actions

Ask their opinions on the characters’ actions, do they think they made good
decisions? acted helpfully? etc..........

Making more
challenging inferences

EVAN

This involves ‘reading between the lines’. Ask them ‘why?’ questions, ‘what do
you think?’ questions, ‘how do you know..?’ questions eg. Why do you think
Cinderella had a fairy godmother?

Using a contents page,
index and glossary

-

Help them to choose which parts of an information book to read, find meanings
of unknown words, look up matters of interest.

Discussing language
patterns and how they

Ask them why the writer chose specific words, why those words work
particularly well, what other words s/he might have used.... help them to

contribute to meaning understand subtle variations of meaning between similar words eg.
ugly/hideous .... hurrying/charging...

Identifying main Particularly good if the story carries a message — can they identify that

purpose of text message?

Relating text to others Does the book remind them of any others they’ve read? Does another book

WA AN

they’ve read carry a similar message?




