MALOREES INFANT SCHOOL PHONICS

What is Phonics?

Phonics is all about learning the sounds that letters or groups of
letters make and recognising and blending those sounds to read
regular words. Similarly, splitting words into their sounds and
finding the letters or groups of letters to write the sounds for
spelling.

In the early stages it is important for children to learn the
sounds the letters make (not their names). They need to use the
letter sounds to spell out words for reading. But once these are
secure they need fo learn the letter names as well.

Reading

Skill A: Recognise the letters/groups of letters and give the
sound orally (say the word like a robot)

Skill B: Blend the oral sounds together to make a word.

Writing

Skill A: Split the word into its sounds (like a robot)

Skill B: Write the sounds down as letters or groups of letters
(or make the word with plastic letters)

Structure & Progression of early phonics teaching at
Malorees Infant School

Pink Level
satpin ckckehrmdgoul fb

Red Level
J vwXxy zqu

sh ch

th ng Il ff ss zz

Blue Level - first ‘long vowels'
ai ee igh oa oo

Green Level
Consonant blends - st br fl nd

Orange

Split digraphs-a_e e_e
u_e/ue asin 'like'

Level

Turquoise - long vowel endings

ay vy (asin'happy’) y (as in 'sky’)

in ‘new’)

Purple Level - trickier long vowels

oi oy

ar er

ea ou ow (asin cow)

ir ur or air ear ore

I+ nk etc.

i_e /ie o_e /oe
'tie' 'snake’ etc

ow (asin'snow’) ew (as



How Can Parents Help at Home?

e Find out at which level your child is working in school.

e Make flashcards of words for them to read - make sure
you write them in lowercase (not CAPITAL) letters and
make sure they are regular spellings (not words like ‘one’).

e Support them with sounding out the word (like a robot)
and then blending them - some children need more
practice with the sounding out but can blend if you give
them the sounds, some can sound out but may need help
with the blending.

e Help them to practise spelling regular short words using
the spelling patterns they are learning (in Year 1 and Year
2 the teachers will give you spelling sheets to practise at
home). You can get your child to write the words or use
plastic letters. Again, remember the two parts - say the
word in sounds together like a robot and then write the
sounds or choose the correct letters.

e Find words in their reading books that fit the patterns
they are learning and focus on them.

e Play bingo, memory pairs or other games with words you
are frying to learn.

Tricky Words

Unfortunately English contains a vast number of words which are
not spelled phonetically (ie. regularly), which means many other
words cannot be worked out phonetically but need to be learned
as a whole.

These are words like 'the', 'was’, 'one’. They need fo be practised
(both reading and spelling) lots of time, particularly for children
who don't remember words easily. Use flashcards for reading
and regular short practise sessions for spelling (show them the
word, spell it out together using the NAMES of the letters [the
sounds won't really help with irregular words], cover the word
and get your child fo practise writing it.

The Phonics Screening Check

At the end of Year 1 all the children are tested on their reading
of regular words using the spelling patterns listed above. They
are also expected to read 'non-words' using the different
patterns such as 'neb’, 'laig’, 'trake’ and ‘flear’. Some children
find this particularly difficult but we do try to give them plenty
of practice in school and we will send home additional practice.

Useful Website

ictgames.com - lots of different phonics games

And finally....
Phonics is not the same thing as reading! Reading is about gaining
meaning and involves all sorts of strategies as well as phonics.
The most important thing is to make any learning you do with
your child at home fun and foster a life-long love of reading and
writing in your child



