
Malorees Infant School - Reading at Home 

       

 
Reading is a very complicated process and while your children will 

be getting plenty of practice developing their skills in school the 

more they read at home the better their progress will be...  

AS LONG AS: 

 Reading at home is enjoyable. 

 Children are given plenty of praise and encouragement. 

 They are not put under pressure to rush through the 

different stages of reading development. 

 

Children vary enormously in the age and speed at which they 

learn to read BUT they will manage it so try not to feel there’s a 

big hurry. They will learn best if they feel good about their 

reading – so make them feel they’re doing really well. 

 

This booklet outlines the different skills and strategies children 

need to develop to become fluent readers. It includes 

information about the Malorees Infant Reading Toolbox  which is 

a visual way of representing the different reading strategies. 

Your child may not have been introduced to all the tools yet but 

hopefully this booklet will help you to understand a little about 

the reading process.   

              

 

Pre-readers: 

Pre-readers can’t read yet but there are lots of useful skills 

they can be building up when you are reading to them or when 

they are bringing home very simple books from school. They can 

tell a story using the pictures and this is really useful as long as 

they know there’s a difference between reading and story-

telling. 

 

 

 

The goggles: Use the goggles to look for clues in the 

pictures. 

 

Always ‘walk through’ the book first, talking about the pictures 

and the story. Maybe read the book to them first so if it is 

simple enough they can use memory to ‘read’ it. They need to 

start predicting which word would fit and make sense in a 

sentence. 

 

 

The nails: Use the nails to guess what word might fit 

in the sentence from the meaning. Eg. The boy went 

up the ..... (guess: hill, stairs, ladder....etc) 

 

Meanwhile they can start building up their skills ready to read 

eg. sight vocabulary and letter/sound knowledge. 

 

 

The torch: Use the torch to shine a light on the page 

and see if there are any familiar words you recognise 

on sight eg. ‘the’ or ‘mum’ or ‘a’ 

 

At Malorees we use The Jolly Phonics programme to learn the 

letter sounds. Each letter or letter combination (eg. sh, ai) has 

its own jingle and story to help the children remember them.  



                            Suggestions for Pre-readers: 

 

(can be used while you read or they ‘story-tell’ or read very 

simple books) 

 

 Help your child match the spoken word with the written 

word one-to-one by pointing to the words as they are read 

– or you could read and they could point. 

 Pick out letters and see if they can recognise them. While 

children need to know both the letter names and the 

sounds they make, the sounds are more useful to begin 

with. Similarly, lower case letters are more useful rather 

than capitals at the beginning. 

 Find out which letters your child has been learning in 

school and get them to practise recognising and writing 

them.  Plastic letters are really useful at the stage 

because your child may be able to pick out the correct 

letter (if you give them the sound) even if they can’t yet 

form the shape on paper. 

  Ask your child to find a specific word on each page eg. 

‘the’ 

    Read the first part of a sentence, can they guess the 

end?  

 Read a really familiar book wrong – are they able to 

correct you? 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginner Readers: 

 

Once your child has learnt the letter sounds (and gradually some 

of the sounds made by 2 or more letters together eg. sh, ai, igh,) 

they will begin to decode using ‘synthetic phonics’ ie. they 

‘translate’ the letter shapes on the page into spoken sounds and 

then blend those sounds together.  

 

 

The hammer: Use the hammer to break up short, 

regular words (eg. cat, stop...) into their sounds and 

blend the sounds together to read. 

 

NB: It is important when using letter sounds to make the sounds 

as short as possible. Eg. sounding out ‘mum’ – you need to say 

mmm  uh mmm,  not mer uh mer – if you blend mer uh mer 

together you get ‘merummer’ which just confuses the child! 

 

Ideally you want them to combine their strategies and use: 

 

 

The hammer and nails together: Work out 

words by sounding out letter sounds but at 

the same time make sure the word you’re 

saying fits with the meaning of the sentence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Suggestions for Beginner Readers: 

 

 Again, always talk through the story and the pictures 

before reading, making sure they are familiar with any 

names or unusual vocabulary before they start to read (so 

they can use their picture and meaning strategies). 

 Find out which letters your child has been learning in 

school and use those letters to build easy words for them 

to sound out. Similarly see if they can spell easy words 

using those letters (use plastic letters if they are 

struggling to form the letter shapes on paper). 

  If a word guess doesn’t match the first letter of 

the word, say ‘Can you think of a word that would fit there 

that starts with ‘t’? Alternatively, if they are stuck on a 

word, give them the first sound and see if they can guess a 

word that ‘fits’.  

  Talk in ‘robot speak’ (letter sounds not names):  

 eg. c – a – t. Can your child blend the sounds to make a 

word?  Get your child to talk in robot speak, breaking up 

short easy words into their sounds.  

   Re-write sentences from reading books and cut up 

into individual words. Get your child to re-order them.  

 Get your child to retell the story to you in their own words 

after they have read the book. This will show you whether 

they have understood what they have read and is very 

good practice for their spoken language especially if they 

can speak in full sentences. 
 

 

 

More Confident Readers: 

 

At this stage your child may be ready to read without talking 

through the pictures and the story first, but remember, the idea 

is for them to succeed at their reading so don’t withdraw this 

support until they are really ready. Once they’ve got the basics 

children need to develop a few more strategies in order to read 

more challenging texts fluently. 

 

 

The level: Use the level at the end of each sentence 

to check it makes sense and re-run and self-correct 

if it doesn’t. Eg. if you’ve read ‘The bag saw ‘Hello’’. 

 

 

 

 

The saw: Use the saw to cut longer words into 

chunks so they can be sounded out by the hammer. 

Eg. ‘fantastic’ – cut into fan / tas / tic (if a child 
sounds out into f-a-n-t-a-s-t-i-c they will have 
forgotten the beginning before reaching the end). 

 

 

The whole toolbox: Build up the skill of choosing 

which strategy to use when. 

 

Fluent Readers: 

 

The last two tools in the toolbox deal with comprehension and it 

is crucial that even if your child reads silently on their own you 

do find some time to ask challenging questions about what they 

have read. Reading for pleasure or for information is all about 

gaining meaning from the text. 

 



 

 

The magnifying glass: Use the magnifying glass to go 

back over the writing to find answers to specific 

questions eg. What time did the train leave? 

 

 

The spade: Use the spade to dig deeper into the 

meaning of the text and work out what the writer 

meant even if it wasn’t stated in black and white. Eg. 
Why did Goldilocks jump out of the window? (She 
was scared of the bears) 

 

Suggestions for More Confident Readers: 

 

 When a more confident reader is stuck on a word, use the 

3Ps. 

o   Pause:  Give them a chance to think and try 

to choose a strategy to work out the word. Similarly don’t 

correct them immediately if they make a mistake, so they 

can notice themselves and self-correct. 

o  Prompt: Suggest a strategy eg. Use your saw and 

chunk that long word. 

o Provide: If they still can’t get it, provide the word so the 

meaning of the story isn’t completely lost. 

 Ensure your child has understood what they have read by 

asking questions about the story either at intervals during the 

reading or at the end of the session. Try to ask questions 

that demand a full rather than a one word answer eg. Why did 

the boy....? How did they solve the problem?  

 Try reading half the story and asking them to predict what 

might happen at the end. 

Suggestions for questions for fluent readers: 

 

  Re-reading to find answers. Ask questions they won’t be 

able to answer from memory and encourage them to look back 

to find the answer eg. What word did the writer use to 
describe the bear? 

  Ask about characters’ motivations and their own opinions 

– Why did they act the way they did? Do you think they made 
good decisions? Ask follow up questions that demand 

justifying answers with evidence – how do you know? 

  Ask their opinions on events and aspects of the story 

that are never explained – Why do you think Cinderella had a 
fairy godmother? 

  Non-fiction books:  Ask them to tell you 2 or 3 new pieces 

of information they have found out from their reading. Use 

contents, index and glossary pages to find answers to specific 

questions and look up matters of interest. 

  Discuss language patterns and how they contribute to 

meaning: Ask about writer’s word choices, including what 

other words s/he might have used. Ask about subtle 

variations of meaning eg. ugly/hideous, hurrying/charging 

  Ask children to identify the main purpose of the text – 

particularly good if the story carries a message – can they 

identify that message? 

  Ask about the child’s response to the book – what did 
you think about this book, why did you / didn’t you like it? 

  Relating text to others: Does the book remind them of 

any others they’ve read?  

 


