
Year 1 Reading Curriculum Summary 

 

 
Year 1 

 
Comprehension & Appreciation 

Listen to and discuss stories, poems and non-fiction books read aloud 
Become familiar with key stories and traditional tales, join in with predictable phrases and 
retell them, including through role play 
Appreciate rhymes and poems and recite some by heart 
Link books to their own experience  
Discuss word meanings to extend vocabulary 
Explain clearly their understanding of what they read and answer straightforward 
questions about it 
Discuss the significance of the title and events, characters and settings 
Make inferences and predictions  
Express opinions and preferences about books 
Begin to use non-fiction books to find information 

Phonic Decoding 
Give sound for all letters or groups of letters for all 40+ phonemes inc. some alternatives 
Individual letter sounds +:  sh, ch, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, oi, ou, or, er, ar,  
Blend sounds to read words (inc. non-words eg. ‘spleech’) 
Read words with –s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er & -est endings 
Read longer words by splitting into syllables 
Read words with contractions eg. I’m, can’t 
Read irregular (‘tricky’) words 

Developing Fluency 
Use illustrations, grammar, context and understanding of the text to support their reading 
and to correct inaccurate reading 
Begin to read with expression including showing awareness of punctuation eg. pausing at 
full stops 
 


